
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “A Summer at the Movies” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been 
designed to encourage us to examine God’s Truth as revealed in the Bible and as experienced on the Big 
Screen. Today’s sermon, “A Spoon Full of Grace,” is the ninth in the series and has been inspired by the 1964 
comedy and fantasy “Mary Poppins.”  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday: 
      9:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship
    10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
    11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
      7:00 p.m.  Youth Lock-In
    
Saturday:       Panama Mission Trip II Departs 

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: A Summer at 
the Movies
continues 

next Sunday 
with...

Connections: THANK YOU!
      There are some moments in ministry when one is just completely overjoyed and feels a sense of gratitude 
from head to toe. This is one of those times for me. As you are reading this, I am in Panama on a mission 
trip with the Aldersgate College Ministry. This means that I will be out for two Sundays and all of my 
responsibilities need to be covered. Not only that, but Susan Steele and Tammy Werner are also out of town 
these same Sundays. If you know about all they do in order to prepare for our Sunday mornings together, 

then your body is probably feeling the same amount of stress that 
mine was when I found out. But, the amazing First Impressions 
Team and many, many others graciously have offered to help out 
and to serve alongside our larger Aldersgate community in order for 
Sunday morning to go on as planned. It always blows my mind to see 
how many people it takes to assure that our gathering happens each 
week. It’s not just up to the pastors (although they do so much!) but 
to each and every one of us to contribute to worship each week. So, 
thank you to everyone who is going above and beyond these next two 
weeks! I am so grateful for all of you! — Jessica Watson



College: Ministry Preview: Noise. Hurry. Crowds.

Children: Dancing for Jesus!

     August is one of my favorite months of the year because of all the excitement and energy that comes with 
the new school year. I often think about August during the slower summer months so that I can find new 
inspiration and motivation to continue to plan and to prepare for the return of students. 
    With all of that said, I wanted to share with you one idea that we will be working through this semester 
with our students at The Oaks. In his book, Noise. Hurry. Crowds., Guy Chmieleski highlights the deep 
need for students to develop particular spiritual practices in order to create space to encounter God within 

a campus culture that is often described and 
experienced as chaotic. As the title suggests, 
college campuses can be described as noisy, 
busy and crowded. These things aren’t always 
bad, but they can make it hard for students 
(or any of us) to make space in our lives to 
experience God. Chmieleski recommends 
practicing exercises like silence, Sabbath, 
solitude and simplicity in the midst of the 
chaotic campus culture so that students can 
learn to “remain in Christ” (John 14) and 
enjoy the fruit of the faith-filled life.
                                                      — Kyle Watson

    This summer, we are trying a new way for 
the girls of the church to worship...dancing! 
The girls meet on Sunday afternoons for an 
hour and a half, when Paula Findley leads 
them in stretching, moving and dancing. 
Approximately 12 elementary-to-youth-
aged girls participate, and it has been an 
uplifting experience for all involved. They 
are working on a dance routine that they 
will perform on Sunday, August 21, during 
the traditional worship service. I have 
been so impressed with Paula’s skills and 
leadership during this process! She not 
only teaches the girls a dance routine, but she continually points out to them how they are communicating 
a message to the congregation through their movements and the song. We always end the class by “soaking” 
in the presence of Jesus, which is lying still, listening to a worship song and letting our own thoughts and 
worries slip away while we focus on Jesus. I am looking forward not only to the girls’ performance but also 
to see how this ministry can continue. — Alayna Brooks



A SUMMER AT THE MOVIES: A Spoon Full of Grace from Mary Poppins
Romans 12:1-16
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Beyond the Kids stuff OR maybe not…

The Transformation and Resistance stuff

The Grace stuff

The Fruit stuff

    And Jesus said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children,
                 you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”       Matthew 18:3



Youth: Mission Trip and More Fun to Follow

Open Door: Work & Play on August 19
    Thank you, all of you who participated in the 
Work & Play day at the Open Door Community 
Garden on Friday, July 15. The youth and children’s 
ministries did a wonderful job of teaming up to 
sponsor hours of fun, including Kona Ice snow 
cones, relay games, snacks and an outdoor showing 
of the movie “Nacho Libre.” As you can see in photo 
to the left, it was indeed a fun night! Our final Work 
& Play day will take place on Friday, August 19, at 
6 p.m. and will include a free meal and the musical 
stylings of our very own Timothy Palmer. Tim and 
his friends have offered free concerts in the garden 
in the past, and they put on a great show! Invite 
your friends to this FREE family-friendly event, 
and remember to bring picnic blankets or chairs, 

sunscreen and bug spray! Again, a meal will be provided, free of charge, so I hope so see you at the garden 
(South 19th and Amarillo streets) on Friday, August 19, @ 6 p.m.! And don’t forget: Our garden is home to a 
Little Free Library that is full of books for children and youth. Feel free to stop by and take and book, leave a 
book and pick some delicious produce while you are at it! Grace and Peace!— Amy Wilson Feltz

       Last week Aldersgate sent a team of youth and adults to Wichita Falls to serve with four other churches 
in our conference. The goal was to help those who needed 
assistance. By building wheelchair ramps, painting houses and 
clearing out backyard jungles, our youth were the hands and feet 
of God. It is always a blessing to see a high schooler student give 
up a week of their summer (for some, their last summer before 
college) to serve others. 
          Don’t forget: Tonight, Sunday, July 31,  we will enjoy the Youth 
Lock In! The cost is $15. We will enjoy two and a half hours at 
PrimeTime, pizza, snacks, worship, games and giveaways! Meet 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The festivities will begin at 
8:00 p.m and pick up in the morning will take place at 7:00 a.m.
   Many activities are scheduled before the end of Summer, 
including a dodgeball tournament, service in our community by 
cooking and serving meals with Mission Abilene and our Back 
to School Bash! You may keep updated via email at Youth@
aldersgateabilene.org or via youth texts (text “gracepeace youth” 
to 313131. Grace and Peace. — Daniel Mathis



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Rosalee Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala
Charles Dortch

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston
Judy English
Charles Myrick

Presence                             7.24.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $9,113.25
Received This Month-to-Date = $43,556.86
Received Year-to-Date = $417,773.10
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $27,189.04

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact Mary Lust: 
(672-7893,  mary@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Kay Burkhart
Billy & Jennifer Butler
Mary Meadows

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.
Pack the Pantry Plea: The Food Pantry is in dire need of toiletries. Anything 
you can contribute will be greatly appreciated. Please leave your donations in 
the grocery cart by the west door of the church no later than August 1, 2016.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Administration and Finance: 

      Mary Chavez Lust

Reception: Susan Acosta

Academy: Carol Rogers

Custodial Services: 

      Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 182 
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 160

Total Worship Service Attendance = 342
Sunday School = 172 



In the Word
by Pastor Steve

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

July 31: 
Aug 1:

Aug 2:

Aug 3: 
Aug 4:
Aug 5: 

Aug 6: 

  Daily Readings
Daniel; 10-12. Psalm 58
Haggai, Psalm 59
Video: Haggai
Zechariah 1-4, Psalm 60
Video: Zechariah
Zechariah 5-8, Psalm 61
Zechariah 9-14, Psalm 62
Malachi 1-2, Psalm 63
Video: Malachi
Malachi 3-4, Psalm 64

     The act and the impact of preaching never 
ceases to amaze me. When a group of people hears the same sermon, 
some people may be blown away and moved deeply, while others 
seem unaffected. Still others leave filled with anger, frustration and 
confusion. This holds most true when I preach on the central Good 
News, Jesus’ message of forgiveness. I do this two to four times per 
year, and I wonder sometimes if that is enough, given the extreme 
reactions that these sermons produce. One Sunday in a previous 
church, I talked about how forgiving others simply is a non-negotiable 
of being a follower of Jesus.  A man in his 40s came up to me after the 
sermon and said, “There are some people I will never forgive!” This 
was a person who had been in church his whole life. Yikes!
   Last week, we tackled the subject through Matthew 6 and 18, 
through Romans 12 and through the movie “Unbroken.” Stories like 
Louis Zamperini’s are so convicting and challenging and inspiring. If 
he had the capacity to forgive, then we all do.  
     Walking the journey toward forgiveness is not easy. Jesus invites us 
to walk it because forgiving people who have hurt us is not merely for 
their sake.  Walking the journey of forgiveness is a journey to freedom 
for the one who forgives. As Lewis Smedes put it: “To forgive is to set 
a prisoner free and discover that the prisoner was you.”
    Forgiveness involves a process that will need to be repeated over 
and over again as we encounter pain in our lives. I encourage you 
to invite the Holy Spirit to weave the following process into your 
spiritual DNA:
• Acknowledge your pain to yourself, God and those who love you 

most. No stuffing!
• Grieve the loss your pain and suffering has caused. It is ok 
        to feel sad.
• Believe that God is passionate and committed to forgiving us. 

Because we are created in the image of God, we have the God-
given capacity and grace to forgive.

• Do good to those who have hurt you (Romans 12:17-21).  When 
you find yourself at this stage in the process, you can be assured 
you are well on the way to true forgiveness from the heart.   

        Lives will be changed as a result!     

Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Matthew 6:12


